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1. Objectives
1.1. To regulate the provision of driveways for access to private property.

2. Policy statement
2.1. Driveways shall not be constructed within the road reserve without the prior written 

approval of Council. 

2.2. The property owner shall be responsible for the construction and maintenance of 
driveways to private property between the kerb line or table drain to the property 
boundary.

2.3. Property owners to construct the driveway at their own expense.

2.4. Construction of the driveway on public land shall be in accordance with Council's 
code for the construction of driveways and accesses.

2.5. Maintenance of all driveways shall be the responsibility of the property owner. Where 
driveways are not constructed or maintained to a satisfactory standard, Council may 
require the property owner to upgrade the driveway.

3. Legislative context
3.1. Consent under Section 138 of the NSW Roads Act 1993 is required for any works or 

activities in a public reserve, public road way or footpath (nature strip). Section 138 of 
the NSW Roads Act requires that all activities undertaken within Council's road 
reserve be approved by Council prior to the activities being undertaken.

Concurrence from TfNSW is required for classified roads.

3.2. SEPP (Exempt and Complying Development Codes) 2008 Part 2 Division 1 
Subdivision 14 provides the development standards.

3.3. The Handbook for Driveway Access to Property is one of a number of manuals within 
the Northern Rivers Local Government Development Design and Construction 
Manuals. It has been developed as a resource sharing initiative involving Byron Shire 
Council, Lismore City Council, Kyogle Council, Richmond Valley Council, Ballina 
Shire Council and Clarence Valley Council.

The document has been derived from the AusSpec Development Specification series 
(D1.37 and D1.38) and modified to suit the specific needs of our region. It provides 
uniform development standards for the region via a clear and comprehensive set of 
requirements for development infrastructure design and construction.

The development industry is encouraged to utilise these guidelines before planning 
begins, enabling faster and more effective processing of developments through 
Council.

https://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-1993-033#sec.138
https://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/epi-2008-0572#pt.2-div.1-sdiv.14
https://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/epi-2008-0572#pt.2-div.1-sdiv.14
https://www.lismore.nsw.gov.au/files/assets/public/v/1/4.-building-amp-planning/2.-strategic-planning/documents/standard-drawings-and-design/d1.37_and_d1.38_handbook_for_driveway_access_to_property.pdf

