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1. Introduction
1.1. Purpose

This policy seeks to provide guidelines and procedures for the closure of Council 
maintained Sporting grounds due to wet weather. 

The responsibility for ground closures will remain the discretion of Byron Shire Council and 
the decision to close sporting fields will be based on the following:

(a) The potential for injury to players.

(b) The sport played and potential for damage to the playing surface.

(c) The weather forecast from the Bureau of Meteorology.

(d) The condition of the ground when inspected.

1.2. Objectives

(a) To provide clear guidelines for the closure of Council maintained Sportsfields during 
periods of wet weather.

(b) To allow council to pro-actively manage sportsgrounds in order to prevent over-use 
and or inappropriate uses, thereby ensuring the long term sustainability of playing 
fields.

(c) To provide accurate and timely information concerning sporting ground closures 
across the shire.  

2. Statement
2.1. The General Manager or authorised delegate will have the authority to close sporting 

grounds should they be adversely affected by wet weather or for operational or public 
safety needs.

2.2. Sporting Clubs do not have the authority to approve the use of sporting grounds 
when Council has closed the grounds.

2.3. In instances where Council has deemed all grounds open it is the responsibility of the 
clubs or umpires/referees to deem the facility is safe for their activity, they may 
choose to close specific grounds to prevent injury to players.  When this occurs, club 
representatives should erect the ground closed signs and contact the affected visiting 
clubs or teams. (Inspection guidelines for Wet Weather closure are found at 
Annexure 1.)

2.4. During wet weather, information regarding sporting ground closures across Byron 
Shire is available on Councils Sporting Fields webpage and via the Sporting Fields 
Information Line – 02 6626 7111.  Where applicable, Wet Weather Closures signs 
will be in place.
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2.5. Council reserves the right to open and close sportsfields as it sees fit. All users of 
Council sporting fields are required to comply with all conditions as set out in 
individual user agreements, booking terms and conditions, licences, leases and the 
like as relevant to the facility and activity.
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Annexure 1
Wet Weather Ground Inspection Guidance

Notification
During periods of wet weather, users of Sportsfields are encouraged to visit Councils website on 
www.byron.nsw.gov.au the day prior to the event for information regarding field closures. 
A 24 hour automated hotline is also available on 02 6626 7111.  The website and phone line are 
updated between 9.30am and 3.00-3.30pm Monday to Friday during wet weather.

The following measures are to be used as a guide to assist Council and clubs in making a decision 
about ground closures.

1. Surface Water

Competition and training must be cancelled if there is any surface water visible on the field.  The 
only exception to this would be if the area affected was small (less than 2m²), in a low usage/wear 
area and the rest of the ground is firm, and no other issues such as ground softness and poor 
grass cover are evident.  Surface water means that the ground has reached saturation point and 
will be damaged very quickly if played on.

2. Ground Softness

Competition and training must be cancelled if there is any sinking into the field when walking on it 
and this does not bounce back or if when standing still/walking water rises up to the surface.  The 
only exception to this would be if the only area affected was small (less than 2m²), in a low 
usage/wear area and the rest of the field was firm and poor grass cover is not an additional issue. 
Water rising to the surface when walking on it means that the ground has reached saturation point 
and will be damaged very quickly if played on.

3. Amount of Rainfall

Rainfall leading into competition and training should be used to guide decisions.  If it has rained 
heavily or consistently leading up to training and/or competition then\this should aid the decision to 
be made. Some grounds will take rain all week and be fine on the weekend for competition; other 
grounds will have no rain all week and rain the night before an event and will need to be cancelled.  
Clubs should take into consideration the rainfall during the week, the night before and the forecast 
for the day of training/competition when making decisions.

4. Soil profile and Drainage

Some fields naturally drain better than others; this has to do with the soil profile below the surface. 
Sand based fields (usually near the coast - sandy profile) drain quicker and more effectively than 
those on natural ground (away from the coast - heavier profile) or former tip sites (heaviest profile).  
Clubs should have a good idea of the drainage and amount of rainfall their ground can take, and 
this should be considered when making decisions.

5. Grass cover

During the winter season grass cover can often get below 60% or 70% and be fine for play during 
dry weather. However, during wet weather if overall grass cover is below 70% then this ground is 
likely to wear more substantially under wet weather training and competition than grounds with 
more grass cover.  If a decision is made to play or train on wet ground with low grass cover, then 
this may cause irreparable damage to your field.

http://www.byron.nsw.gov.au/
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6. Amount and type of activity

If your club is about to have a full days competition, with 20 or more teams due to play, then this is 
going to have a considerable effect on the ground during wet weather. Grounds can be damaged 
very quickly over 1 or 2 weekends with heavy use and wet weather.  Also, juniors and seniors 
impact the ground differently and clubs need to understand the impact that different groups have 
on the grounds.

Junior games should be given priority over senior games for the long term benefit of the sport 
when it comes to making decisions about cancelling certain games.

The dual benefit of this priority is that junior games can take place with less damage to the grounds 
(comparing 1 junior game to 1 senior game) and these members are the long term future of your 
club.

However, if the ground is just playable and there is a significant amount of games to be played 
which will cause the ground to deteriorate as the day goes on, then consideration should be given 
to cancelling some minor games (such as over age competition or lower division games) so that 
premier games can be played if this is the clubs priority.

7. Inspection of grounds

Grounds will be inspected the day before an event if there has been regular rain leading into the 
event.  All grounds should be inspected the morning of an event and if a decision to go ahead with 
play has been made then the ground should be assessed again mid morning to see what effect the 
first few games have had on the ground.  This is especially important when the decision to allow 
play was a difficult decision. Consistency of inspections should also be a priority for clubs - the 
same person should do the inspections for a competition day and the club should nominate a 
couple of people to undertake inspections of their grounds.

Two main issues need to be taken into account for ground closures due to wet 
weather:

1. Player Safety - while it is often considered that hard ground is the main concern in relation to 
player safety, slippery and heavy turf is also the cause of player injury. If grass dislodges easily 
players can find it hard to maintain footing and more unusual injuries can occur due to irregular 
movement and responses to the conditions. Another safety issue is dirty water in puddles. 
Stagnant water sitting in muddy puddles can carry bacteria that can cause illness. Council, 
Associations and Clubs have a duty of care and WH&S obligations to their players and must 
ensure the safety of players as their first priority.

2. Substantial damage to field - clubs need to ensure their grounds are not damaged for 1 day's 
play which could see their ground taken out of action for maintenance for a number of weeks. 
Clubs should attempt to assess what affect 22-30 players running, tackling and/or scrummaging 
on this field will have.  If you are in doubt, erring on the side of caution will ensure your ground 
is still suitable for play in the last few weeks of the season.

Contact for further information:

The Cavanbah Centre on 6685 5911


